PREACHED : 

Before the Governors i of the 
Charity for Relief of Traad Widows 
. and- Orphans . of. Clergyamen, at 
St. Mary te Bow, on'the »th. ban 
of Decemh. n6L2. | wrrn3b 


is "= 


ad 4 k Ww 4 
Fd . ————— 


- PS A % 
=© <T""FIO G 
TT OE Or Ro. or oa toe 7 


"> 
CONE Oe CEOS 


Av 


_ By M6.” BURT: DD: Refhit' of Bran: 


Coll. Oxon, 't 7% 


mo + +. , &*I Sa 1 


Ana, & fac quicquid it, D. Aug, 


OXFORD, 


Printed by L, Liebfie/d, Printer to the Univerſity, 
in the year, '1683, + _ 


+ — = . ** -- « oy - % a, £ ts 
x © { \ ” oS- 4 v4. . A. \ F 
—————_ 4 1 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
othaSochr hf fad 


H]S-«following Sermon ( 
| i bag, on tht Fords hoe Treat ſe, as being there- 


to. both very nc. of Kin, aud very:-Service- 


doth, to Reftort our Communion with the Son 1n his Fleſh 


; noleſs he te: 
zng Repentance, my deſign invited me to Touch, but my 
time forbad me to Hardl, 1n any proportion to the need : 
which defeft I have now endeavoured to ſupply by additio- 
nal Annotations, 'wherein 1 bave accounted for ſuch texts 
as ſeem to diſcountenance them, More 


/ TOLL, veg; 
Oo LIBRARY * 


: | 
SELL 
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| Advertiſement. 

«More of Leſs thai ths canyot be required : A ſgund 
mind camer acknowledg:the Soripture to be the adequate 
rule of faith aud manners, yet fear to appeal to it. But'to 
manage the appeal is notevery one's work.: it requireth good 
acquaintance with the Original language, ſom Academ- 
cal improvement of the underſtanding, a Careful ey, a Free 
Heart, -aud a Good Key. A. 

For the laſt of theſe we ſtand obliged to the great Exaſ- 
mus, who hath furmſhed us with This, as the beſt key to 
underſtand myſtical Scrprure, that we obſery whar the 
ſpeaker aims 'ats | 

With tins key | have unlocked ſuch texts as food in my 
way: And 1 add the to Eraſmus's rule, That as every par- 
ticular word muſt be unlocked by the Author's aim, «i by 


its proper kgy ; ſo muſt every text, and its particular key; © 


conform to the Univer ſal Aim of the Goſpel, as their Com- 
mon and Supreme King- key. | 

This then | ſay and inculcate, and wiſh the whole Chrs- 
ftian world would hear it. As ſure as St. John hath pro- 
clamed, that this is the. deſign of the Goſpel, that our joy 
may be full ; 4s ſure as St, Paul hath determined, that 
the Kingdom of Heaven 1s — and Peace, 
and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, &c. ſo ſure xt 5, that the 
King-key, wherewith we muſt unlock every abſtruſe text of 
Scripture ; the Teſt, whereby we muſt try every Dofirme 

Faith or Mayners ;, the Oracle, which we muſt conſult 
11 all doubts of Conſcience ; x5 this; Whatever will moſt 
exalt the Joy of the Wiſe and Good, is moſt properly 
Evangelical, and moſt certainly True. 

Were this as generally believed, as throghout the whole 
New Teſtament ut 1s plainly declared, how great, how hap- 
py a Change wonld 1t work in the Chriftian world\ Hew 
would it advance both the Honor and Power of the Goſpel ' 
How wonld it promote both the Foy of the Godly, and the 


C'on- 


| 
| 
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Advertiſement: 


Converſion of the Profaue ' How would it exals the Glory 
of Gods love trward tis, and the Ardor of Onrs towards 
Hm | Yea 
Whereas, not to know what ſpirit we ate of, i the moſt 

pernicios Ignorance : It made our Lord's Apoſils uncha- 
7itabl to the Samaritans, and it ſtill makes his beſt intenti- 
oned diſciples Toymentors to Themſelvs , and Scare-crows 
to Others. | 

How ſerviceabl the diſcovery way be, God gran Ex- 
perience may verify, as much as Reaſon promiſeth, beyond 
what this poor Sermon Can expreſs ; which that it may 
contribute 11s mite, offers its ſelf and its unvulgar aſſer- 
tions, to thy moſt deliberate examination. 

But remember, we appeal from All Human authori- 
tys to Divine. 


— 


(1) 


Rom. X, 15. 
How ſhall they preach except they be 
ſent 2 as 1t is written, How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the Goſ- 
 pel of Peace, and bring glad tidings of 
gocd things ! 


TE TE ſhallnot now confidet theſe words as Part 
\W of an Argument, but as an Entire one. 
And ſince an Argument moveth more 
Gracefully (perhaps) from the Conſequent to the 
Antecedent, but more Strongly from the Antece- 
dent to the Conſequent ; it will be reaſonab'} we 
ſhould invert the Apoitl's order : for ſo we find a 
Sorites of three pieces: The Goſpel is glad tidings, 
therefore the Meſſengers feet are beautiful, therefore 
no man may preach except be be ſent. | 

A Goſpel ! AGoſpelof Peace! Glad tidines! Good 
things! How doth the Apolt'l travel to bring forth 
an expreſſion fuitab'l? Such glad tidings of great joy, 
an hoſt of Angels found worth a jorny from Heayen 
to bring; and perhaps for that reaſon its firſt 
Preachers were {tHed Angels of their Churches. 

And their. reception was ſuitab?l both to this title, 
and thoſe tidings : You received me, ſaith our Apoſt| 
to the Galatians, as an Angel of God, even as Chrii# 
Teſm. ----If it had been poſſibl, you would have pluckt 
out your own eys, and have given them unto me. And 


b) here 


leh 


-2 Not Fear, 
here he ſaith not much leſs. How beautsful are what ? 
the Lips, the Eyes, the Countenances ? yea, the very 
Feet ! the very feet of Meſſengers / the feet of Mel- 
ſengers in thoſe countries, where they muſt needs 
be Dirty, bicauſe naked. The charms of this beauty, 
like Aarer's ointment, run down from the Face to 
the very Feet. | 

And for this reaſon no man may take this high ho. 
nour to himſelf, but be that is caled of God, as was Aa- 
ron. For as this encoraged our Apoſtl in his work, 
ſodid it temt popularly ambitios ſpirits to dubl his 
task : he muſt not only Execute his commiſſion, but 
Aſert it : His next words ſpeak him no leſs troubled 
with Rivals, than with Perſecutors; and This makes 
it neceſſary to urge as in my Text, they muſt not 
preach except they be ſent. . 


Thus may the order of my Text be inverted, thus 


may it make a weighty argument, not perhaps ſo 

per to the Apolt'ls own deſign, as to that which 

ath brought us together. | 

' If the beauty of the Preachers deſcend from their 
Heads to their very Feet, needs muſt it deſcend from 
the head of the family to its neereſt members: and 
you may juſtly expe&t, that from this expreſſion I 
ſhould take occaſion to plead the right of thoſe un- 
happy widows and orphans, who have nothing left 


them by their deceaſed husbands and fathers but - 


their merits to adminiſter. 
But oh the diſappointment! Our Apoſt'l, after 
his ſo great boaſt of the Galatians love, quickly com- 


Plains, Where z« the bleſſedneſs you Foak,of ? And well 


may we demand , Where is this great beauty that ſo 
deſcends to the very feet? Hath age withered it to a 
deformity equal to its youthful lovelineſs ? Our very 

| Eys 


But Love. 2 


eyes are as loathſom as the primitive Preachers very 
feet were beatiful; and the deformity deſcends to 
our Poſterity as their only ſure inheritance. yea 
ſom are ſo impios as tomake Goda party with them- 
ſelvs in the cnnyy  pretending-},that Clergy-mens 
children are equally hated of God and Man, ſeldom 


or never attaining, either worth in themſelvs, or pro- 


ſperity in the world, God be bleſſed, we are hence- 
forth ſecured from that malicios {lander; This can- 
ſpicuos, and perhaps matchleſs aſſembly, having for 
ever rooted that fals tonng out of its dwelling.. - , ; 
Yet, thogh the Toung be rooted out, the Heart 
is ſtil} the ſame; ſo void: of Love, ſo full of *ſpite, 
againſt this once ſo honored caling, that we muſt 
think it a great bargain if we can compound for or- 
dinary charity, and depoſe my Text to this poor 
plea, The Preachers of the Gospel vring no evil tidings ; 
therefor they deſerwy not to be hated. | 
And ſince it 1s better to Cure an evilthan to Com- 


. Plain of it, I concevell cannot do better ſervice to 


my Text, the Goſpel, and its Preachers, than by re- 
moving the cauſe of the hatred we fink under; 
which indeed is no other than that Epidemical mi- 
ſtake, the root of ail miſcry, the taking things by 
wrong hand]. | 

The Goſpel hath two handls, Threats, and Pro- 


miſes: its threats are Few, and its promiſes Many: 


its Threats ſnew us our danger, only that we may re- 
joyce in our eſcape; its Promiſes immediately raiſe 
our joys. Threats therefor, both in quantity and 
deſign, fit upon the face of the Goſpel, as beauty-ſpots' 
do upon that of a fair Lady ; here one, and there 
another, to this only end, that by their vanquiſhed 
blackneſs they may ſet off the luſtre of the beauty 

=> Iwhich 
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Fl Not Fear, 


which'is to adorn the very feet ; but by the unhappy 
officioſneſs of melancholy meſſengers, thoſe ſpots 
have been enlarged to a viſor, which ſo cover the 
face of Religion, that we cannot ſee its Joys for its 
Fears; and the very grace of God which bringeth ſal- 
vation, appeareth Hike the inhumane Nero, faying, 
Let them Hate me, ſo they Fear me. 

This ugly viſor ſhall I endeavor to pull off, as my 
Text directs me, by two Propoſitions. 

Is The GoSel doth not deſign to bring wto God by 
Fear, but by Love : For it is a Goſpel of Peace, glad 
tidings of good things. 

2. The miftake of this is the cauſe that the Gofpel and 
3ts Preachers are ſo hated by the world : For if Glad 
tidings make the meſſenger beautiful, Evil tidings 
muſt make him loathſom. 


I. 'J ZE GoFel doth not draw men to God by Fear, 
| . butby Love. ; 

This, as it is clearly expreſt in my Text, fo is it al. 
moſt in every page of the New Teſtament : I ſhall 
inſtance but in one or two places more, which ex- 
preſiy offer one handle, and reject the other. 

In this ſame Epiſtle ch. 8 v, 15. our Apoſtl de- 
Clareth as clearly as poſlib'l, Tou have not receved the 
ſpirit of bondage again fear, bat the ſpirit of Adoption, 
whereby we cry Abba, Father: And no- leſs clearly, 
2 Tim. 1.y. God hath not given us the ſpirit of Fear, 
but of Power, of Love, and of a Sound mind, In'the 
former place he oppoſeth the ſpirit of the Goſpel to 
t hat of the Law ; and in the later, he vieth with the 
Philoſophers, who pretend to exalt the mind to the 


| higheſt freedom and perfeftion. 


| If this can be yet more clear, S# Foh hath _ it 
0: 
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But Love. F 
ſo : for with pomp unmatched by any other pen, he 
vſhereth his firſt Epiſt] with This proclamation, Theſs 
things we write unto you, that your joy may be fult : and 
throghout the whole body of the following Epiſt] 
exalteth Love, as the only way to this fulneſs of Joy 
ch. 4. V. 18. There is no fear in Leve, but Love when 
#5 perfetted caſteth out fear, bicaus Foar hath Torment. © 

It is impoſlib'l to find Plainer, and therefor need- 
{fs to ſeek for More declarations of thistruth : Ne- 
thing can remain, but that- we reconcite them with 
ſuch other words of Scripture as feem to contradiet 
them. Two ſuch eſpecially there are: One ſpoken 
by our Lord, and another by our ſame Apoftl: *to 
which may be reduced all others of the ſame air; Theſe 
two therefore if we can reconcile, we ſhall both State 
and Clear the truth. 

1. Our Apoftl himſelf ſeemeth to contradict this : 
Phil. 2, 12. Work out your ſalvation with fear and 
trembling, Doth not this offer falvation by that hand] 
which but now he rejefted ? 

That we may now or at any other time reconcile 
appearances of contradiction, we mult carefully con- 
ſider which of the two Propoſitions may beſt be 
broght to compliance, | 

It is plain, that what we have heard declared a- 
againſt Fear,. cannot be bent to any other ſence : we 
muſt therefor try whether the fear and trembling, 
which he recommendeth to the Philippians, ma a- 
gree both with his declaration in two other Epiſt!s, 
that we have not receved the Firit of fear ; or with his 
exhortation in the ſame Epiſtl, ch. v. Rejoyce in the 
Lord evermore, and again 1 ſky rejoice. ' 
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6 Not Fear, 


To find out this, it is neceſſary we look about us, 

and ſee how. heuſeth the ſame phraſe upon other oc- 
caſions, poſlibly it may bean Idiom. 
— Twice more we find.him at the ſame phraſe, and 
in both places his meaning will very well comply with 
Love and Joy. Eph, 6. 5, Servants obey your Maſt ers 
with Fear and Trembling, What ?. doth not a Scr- 
vant pleaſe both God and his Maſter better, if he 
Obey him with Love and Chearfulneſs* And what 
ſhall we ſay to the grh. verſe, And you Ma#ters do the 
ſame things to Them. Muſt Maſters alſo treat their 
Servants with Fear and Trembling ? Yes, but ſuch as 
may circulate between'the beſt Maſters, and the beſt 
_—_— even ſuch'as himſelf explaineth by good 
WH, V. 7. 3 | 

This poſlibly will be plainer by A, Cor.7. 15. Hs 
inward affettion ts. more abundant towards you, while 
he remembreth the obedience of you all, how with Fear 
and Trembling you receved him. 

Titus came in kindneſs. to viſit them, and they 
welcomed him with ſuch endearing careſſes, as made 
his (already great) inward affettion more abundant 
than before : Here certainly the Fear and Trembling 
which ſo welcomed and heightned Love, mult be ſo 
far from excluding it and Joy, that they import an 
extraordinary meſure of them. 

| Yea, we need look no farther for a good light, 
whereby to ſee the meaning of this phraſe in That 
his exhortation to the Phzlippzans, than the encorage- 
ment wherewith he quickneth them in the words 
immediately following : For it 55 God which worketh 
7n you both to Will and to Do of his ivfowen, good will. 
It is the very ſame word wherewith the Angels 
broght their glad ridings of great joy, and 1t were 
ſtrange 
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: But Love. 7 
ſtrange if out of the ſame breath -ſhould come 
Gladneſs and Fear, Joy and Trembling. 

That we may not ſeem bent wholely to pull down 
the obvios ſence without bringing a better in place, 
this we offer as the Apoſt]'s meaning : t was only the 
tuSoria, the loving kindneſs of God, which wrought in 
you the deſire of ſalvation : and the ſame loving kindneſs 
will crown That deſire with ſucceſs, if it be attended with 
endeavor : do you therefor your part with ſuch affeftion, 
45 ſhall make you even Tremble again. 

And that we may give account of the Idiom as well 
as of the Argument; we muſt obſerve, that Any 
paſſion whatever, if vehement, will cauſe Trembling : 
But bicaus this 15 moſt viſib'] in Fear, therefor Fear 
isadded to expreſs the certainuy of Trembling, as 


Trembling 1s uſed to expreſs the vehemence of the 


Paſſion. | 
2. HAVING Thus interpreted one ſaying of our 
Apoſtls by another, we com now to do our Savior 
the ſame ſervice, who alſo ſeemeth to contradi& 
our poſition, Zu, 12. 4 I ſay anto you my friends, be 
ut afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have 
mo more that theycan do: but T will forwarn you whons 
you ſhall fear : Fear Him, which after he hath killed you, 
hath power to caſt into hell ;, yea,T ſay unto you, Fear Him, 
It is plain, that Fear in this place can ſignifie no 
other than the Propereſt , and no leſs than the 
Greateſt; and is enforced by our Lord in the moſt 
preſſing manner; inculcated by ſundry- repetitions, 
and urged with a moſt dreadful reaſon. This cannot 
be denied, but muſt be interpreted by our Lord's 
own parab'l, Ls. 14- 16. 4 certain man made a great 
ſupper, and bad many, and be ſent- his ſervants at ſupper 
time to ſayto them that were bidden, Com, for all things 
are 
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H now ready; aud they all with one conſent began to 
make excuſe; and the Lord ſaid unto his ſervants, go out 
io the high ways and bedges, aud compell them to com 
in, that my houſe may be furniſhed with gueſts, This 
parab'l will fully reconcile our Lord's threats with 
the ſpirit of Loye : for it declareth, that the Lord's 
proper deſign was not to Troubl his neighbors, but 

o Feſt them. His firſt work was to provide a great 


þ and then many gueſts to enjoy. it; to which 


end he ſecondeth his large proviſions with kind in- 
vitations : But wken few or none can this way be 
prevailed with, to leav the farms and cattel which 
they have boght, or the Luſts which they have eſpou- 
{{d; either allthe proviſions muſt be loſt,or ſom other 
means uſed, more ſuitab'l to the neceſlity than to 
the nature of a feſt. 

We muſt therefore diſtinguiſh the Principal End 
from the Subordinate Means , who's whole buiſi- 
neſs is to ſery That End: And ſince the End is 
choſen for its own ſake, and the Means ouly for the 
Ends ſake ; we muſt advance the ſpirit of Love as 
much as'is Poſlib'I; but That of Fear, only ſo much 
as is Neceſſary; Comply with it ſo far as to follow it 
from the Hedg to the Hous, and then diſmiſs it to 
exerciſe its kind rudeneſs upon others who need it. 

And thus I hope I have fully accounted for my firſt 

fition z The Gefel doth nat deſign to draw us 

Fear, but Love; and it is for Love's ſake, if Fear 
beatall employed, Com we now to our Secund. 


ſl miſtake of this is the cauſe that the Goel 
and its preachers are ſo bated by the world, 
What can we. expe, but contrary cauſes mult 
produce contrary effefts> If therefor our preach- 
ing 
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ing be different irom that of the Apoſts, our recep- 
tion muſt be ſo to : if glad tidings make the meſſen- 
pers feet beautiful, evil cidings muſt needs make them 
loathſom, Ahab's inference is Natural, thogh ſcarce 
Reaſonab'l: 1 hate him, bicaus he propheſieth not good 
of me, but evil : And whatſoever Jehoſhaphat can ſay 
to the contrary, ſuch a ''rophet ſhall be ſentenced to 
the bread and water of affliction. And hereof the proof 
is but too evident, 1n all our enemies, which may be 
reduced to two regiments. | 
1. Thoſe that hate All religion in general. (particular. 
2. Thoſe that hate Ours of the Church of England in 
I. Of thoſe who hate All Religion in general, ſom 
are Atheiſts, and ſom are Semi-atheiſts. — 


I. THE ATHEISTS are made ſuch by the ſpirit 
of Fear. Upon This only ground did Ep:curus build 
his impudent pretence to that gracios title, which the 
Scripture teacheth us to pay our Lord THESAVIOR 
OF THE WORLD. For he boſted, that he delive- 
red his diſciples from the torment of -Fear : But we 
now heard St. Fohn declare, that this is do'n by the 
ſpirit of Love : . Love caſteth out Fear, and for this 
reaſon too, bicaus Fear hath torment. 


gion, is not whether Fear ſhall becaſt out or no? but 
whether of the two doth it moſt efteftually ? Chrif, 
or Epicurxs? Should we inſiſt upon the Weaknels or 
Dangeroſneſs of Atheiſm, we might eaſily prove it 
both inſufficient to give any ſettled peace to the ne- 
v2r-that-way ſecure conſcience, and terribly dange- 
ros if at laſt it prove fals. | \: 

But my preſent work rather promts me to inſiſt 
upon this, that it maketh not the leaſt pretence to 


(c) | the 
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The queſtion therefor between Atheiſm and Reli- - 
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io | Not Fear, 
the Beatty admired in my Text, but wholely ren 
all clad ridings of Load things : It's utmoſt aim ies 
caft out Fear, without a thoght of waking onv joy full 
And this Indeed is the proper ground whereoi to 

fight our the quarrel. Whilſt we diſpute whiether 
there be a God andProvidence, ot no, we maintain 
but a hedge fight, wherein the enemy take a 
bad ſhift to skutk behind his buſhes and ditches: Bit 
if we diſpute concerning our own Happineſs, eve 
our Preſent happineſs, whether it-be gteater it a Re- 
lipios life or in a Snſual, ther we charge him home 
Int his own groutid;and leay him no ſhelter. 

* Cototes it ſeeni$ vas tite firſt Epicurean, that ever 
appeared in this fied : For he wrote a Treatiſe 

rofeſſing to prove, that upon the principls of the 

eligios, it is impoſlib'l to live ntincty. Againſt 
this Plutarch oppoſeth another 'Tteatiſe, proving 
ttarupon the ptincipls of Epicurus a man cannot fo 
ntuch'aslive ; and thus boſtethof his wotk : This is to 
trampl upon their bellies, and par them to fgin for their 
very fleſh tvtake pleſure from meu that do nothing but 
ery, We are no good ſoldiers, nor ſcholars , nor magi« 
frates, but we love tomakg good chear, to banquet, ant 
fillour fleſh with alt delights, until the pleſure mount to 


the very ſoul ;, to rob ſuch men of pleſure is to rob them of 
"ſp 


LH 
"This doth he crow, and upon this ground com- 


paring the ptefores of the Spirit in Religios-Felts, 


with thoſe of the Fleſh in Senſual; apparently tratt- 

Pl the Epicurean to dirt: yet with force how ſhort of 

the Goſpel! who's Joys are fed with Hopes more 

glorios, and Evidences more inconteſtab'], than could 

enter into Plurarch's imagination. 

Here then let us'take our poſt: Let us not 4 
Ne” muc 
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much contend far the Truth of the Goſpel, asits Joys: 
Yea ct us argue from its Joys, for its Truth ; fi 
infinite goodneſs yell not fail to make That true 
which is Beſt. Let us compare the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit with That of the Vine ; the Beauty of Holineſs 
with That of a Whore; thePlefures of an Angel with 
thoſe of a Beaſt ; and hg cannot ſcape the evidence, 
that his choice is as fooliſh as impios, 

True (faith Plwarch) we mult be careful to ſhun 
ſuperſlitios fear, as the moſt pernicios error in the 
world : and herein. he praceedeth ſo far as to ſay, 
that it is leſs impiosta deny God to have Any being, 
than to character him ſuch as ſuperſtition apprehen- 
deth him. Let the compariſon paſs for odios, our 
Apaſt'l putteth us above any need of it: When he 
ſaith, Love caſteth out Fear, be condemneth it ſuffi- 
ciently, thogh he ſay not whether it be more or leſs 
guilty than its danghter Atheiſm. 

Objection. What then ? muſt we not fear Gad as aur 
Savior admoniſheth? | | 

Anſw. Yes, as our Savior admoniſheth, but no 0- 
therwiſe: For we muſt diſtinguiſh Fear that hath 
Torment, from fear that hath only Caution. Love 
caſteth not. out That fear that keepeth waking, but 
that which tarmenteth ; it Therefor caſteth it out, 
BICAUSE it hath torment ; That is the Reaſon, and 
That is the Meſure ; Juſt the ſame Fear, and in the 
ſame Meſure , as That Reaſon requireth, hut no 
more. - 

The Beſt and Greateſt Subject ſo feareth the Law 
of his Prince, as to beware he run not upon its Py- 
niſhments; yet ishe not thereby hindred from living 
chearfully upon thoſe honors and riches, which þy 
the ſame Law he enjoyeth: A > wi man may be. ve- 
| {C2 TY 
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ry careful to avoid the Threats, yet chearful in feſting 
upon the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Yea, our Apoſt'| 
himſelf fo far cheriſherh this kind of Fear, as to ſay, 
T keep my body in [ubjettion, leſt poſſibly when I have 
preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt away. 


_ THI, THE SEMIATHEISTS, who mount not the 
ſcorners chair, ſo as to oppoſe All Religion ; yet keep 
diſtance from a Religios life, and they are kept at 
that diſtance by Fear :- And under this character com 
not only the Worſt, but the Moſt : Not only thoſe 
for whom the Apoſt'l declareth the Law to have been 
made, the lawleſs and diſobedient, the ungodly and pro- 
Fane, &c. but the unſcandalouſly wicked; yea ſuch 
moral] men, of whom we may ſay as our Lord did of 
the young man, they are not far from the Kingdom of 
God: Such as would pals thro. the world with as 


litl guilt as poſſib'l, but with as lit! troubl too; and 


therefor put repentance as an evil day far from them, 
not in love to their Luſts, but their Eaſe. 

They hear an evil report of Repentance, which 
muft be their entrance upon a Religios life: Thoſe 
who preſs it and its conditions, ſpeak in a ſtile op- 
poſit to St. Fohn, theſe things we write to you, that your 
grief may be full. Thoſe who adventure upon it, com- 
Plain that ſuch a grief is no. more in their Power, 
than'itis for their Pleaſure : And thoſe who have 
long ſerved under it, are as far from freedom as at 
firſt ; but live as much tormented with fear that their 
repentance is inſufficient, as at firſt they were with 
repetitance it ſelf. 

For thoſe who are broght to Repentance by Fear, 
are ſtill to cheriſh That fear, as their beſt ſecurity 
fromrelaps: They muſt eyer and anon, but _ 
| ul 
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ly when they are to receve the holy communion, be 
anxioſly examining themfelvs, whether their repen= 
tance be ſound, and themſelys in the ſtate of grace, 
or no? and they aredirected by Teachers as melan- 
choly as themſelvs, and marks, which rather multiply 
than remove their fears. | 


They are told of a twofold hypocriſy, open, and | 


ſecret; and the bounds between the Leaſt that fſav- 
ing grace requireth, and the Moſt that a hypocrite 
may perform, are ſo undiſcernab'], that they cannot 
be ſure whether they be inthe one ſtate or the other: 
But ſtill, the more they Examin, the leſs they Satisfie 
themſelvs; they bate and flutter without End, or 
any other fruit-but this, that they entang'l themſelys 
more; and perhaps at laſt ſink into deep melancholy, 
incurab'l either by Spiritual or Corporal Phyſician; 
and by ſo fad a ſpectacl the by-ſtanders take warn- 
ing toſhun the place of Torment, and hate their Mi- 
niſters as Tormentors: So the Chriſtian World is 
almoſt all divided, between ſuch as are frighted from a 
Religios life, and ſuch as live fearfully under it, 

| It is worth more time than I can allow, fully to 


convince either party of their error : but it is of ſo 


great import, that I muſt (however briefly) avow 
that it proceedeth in Both ſrom'taki repentance 


by the wrong handl. 


I. THOSE who are frighted from Religion by 


the hardſhip of Repentance. It would nor be fo ter-- 


rib1 if we receved it by the ſpirit of Love: bicauſe it 
would be neither ſo Difficult to be obteined, nor ſo 
Troubleſom in the performance. 
1. Not ſo difficult tobe obreined : Obſery the Love 
of God as proclamed in the Goſpe), and anſwer that 
Pe Love 
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Loye of God, fo as to be able tofay with the Apofth 
We loye God, bicauſe he loved us fir ; and forbear 

ieving far your fins, if you can. I ſay again Love 
Cod, d, and forbear to griev for having offended him, 
if you can. But be {ure you cannot, for it is utterly 


- 1mpoſlib'l to forbear grieving, when we have oficn- 


ded whom ye love. 
2- Yet fear not you that love your Eaſe; this 

pron not diſturb it : For as I ſaid of Fear, ſo fa 
of Grief; there is a grief that hath Torment, an 


there is a grief that hath only Tenderneſs, a grief 


that hath Bitterneſs,and a griet that hath only Sharp- 
neſs : and That, ſuch a ſharpneſs, as ſhall not mar 
your feſt, but improve it with its poignance, This 
15 that grate aciditas which recommendeth bankets ; 
it 1s ſa ſweetned by the ſence. of God's pardoning 


" goadnels, that it is none of the meaneſt part of the 


Joys of the Spirit. 

I pray you take notice, and remember it, I deny 
Rot but grief is neceſſary; I confeſs it 1s impoſlib'] 
A rt ſoul 4 be without it. But Ts grief as 
tis Necellary, fait is Natural z as a gracios foul can- 
not be without it, ſo = not, Wiſh to be ſo: it 
coſts him no pain, either to groaar exerciſe it. 

But the giefthat proceedeth from the ſpirit of 
Fear is every way contrary. 

. 1. It is hard to he obteined. To fear God's pu- 
niſhment, and for That reaſon to griey for fin, and 
thence to love God for pardoning upon {ych rePen- 
fance ; This is to go quite againſt the hair, both in 
grace and nature: In Grage, bicayſe the Apoſt" 
declareth, that Loye caſts out Fear, and how can 
Fear bring in that Love by which. it ſelf is caſt, out? 


la Nature, bicauſe That cannot but ſhyg Mera 
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But Love. 5 
Grief; atid thaf, n6t only as it is corrupted, but in 
its whole wockey : | 

When we #d4drefs oift Rlys toLove, we ſhall aot 
miſs of the grief of Tenderfieſs; bicaiiſe it i3- LOVE 
certain attendant ; bilt if we addreſs: oor felvs: to 


Gtief, we covft the. Hatidrfidid; whith we cannot 


6bfein ba by the MiſtfeB ; and if we ad:drefs th 
That erief whith proceeds from Fear, 'we cotta 
Scotndrel, that is as coy as worthleſs 5 Holeſdiatveris- 
my to Loving grief, thati ts 617 own inclikdtions, 
Obj. 1s tot Repemtatinee the firſt ſep to Ciliverſion? 
and is not —_— Grief? TP } 
Arfw. That duty which the Goſpet-preſeriberticas 
neceſſaty to ſalvation; is not only a'Step to'conver- 
ffon, bnt Converſion it {ef it is hutonly Grief for: 
what is paſt, hut Change for-the fature. EP 
We are m ſerably abuſed by a baſe Tranſlation: 
I appeal to'you that wnderftand the Greek. and'La- 
tin Tourgs,, whether peri Of perauirnw be any 
kit! toithe- Latin words, Repemaittt, Penance, drrvis 
tion, or Contrition, by Which the Latia'Priefts.(* with 
no teſs jury to the Goſpel, than to the words; 
to their own great advantage, but ineſtimab'l loſs: of 
ſouls,) have tranſlated them; that* fo they. might 
tranſate the Duty it ſelf, from Turning toGrieving- 
And I appeal to your.*Bibles, whether in the whote 
New Teſtament you meet- any word that. declareth 
Grief neceſſary to ſalvation? I know St. James pre- 
ſcribeth it to the inf6lent wanton rich, as a ſpecifik 
for That particular vice; but where do you findiit en- 
joyned as univerſally neceſſary for All kinds of fumers? 
No, the Spirit of God knew, that the Grief 
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which iſſueth from Love, needs not be commanded, 
bicauſe it floweth naturally from that fountain: and 
the other grief, which :proceeds from Fear, is not 
worth commanding, bicaule it is not worth accepting, 
as having nothing but Torment, + 

It is a great maim to. the. happineſs of mankind, 
buta much greater to the glory of God's goodneſs in 
Chriſt; that for That very reafon it is enjoined, for 
which it is-tobe caſt out. For we are told, that 
Chriſt hath not redeemed us from Temporal puniſh- 
ment, thohe have from Eternal : but we muſt our 
ſelvs pay the temporal price, ' either in this life by 
voluntary grief and penances, proportional to our 
guilt, or in the other life by the fire of Purgatory,&c, 
. Were this true, it would make one half of the 
. Goſpel : Andas the ſtory it ſelf is a great diſparage- 
ment to. the ſuſliciency, either of our Lord's Suffer. 
ings, or his Love; if Thoſe could not purchaſe, or 
This would not grant us a fullredemtion,as well from 

e one puniſhment as the other ; ſo is it a greater 
to his Faithfulneſs, if he would concele from us the 
knowlege of what he had left neceſſary for us to do 
for our ſelys. P 

How many Souls muſt therenow and in all ages ly 
frying in Purgatory, that had never com?n: thither, if 
our Lord had been as kind as himſelf charattered 
the damned rich man, whodid all his poſlib'1, that 
his brethren might have warning of that place of 
Torment! And how can ſuch poor ſouls ſcape the 
tentation, to blaſpheme that Neglect, that expoſed 
them to ſuch danger without warning; yea! That 
Treachery, that deluded them with promiſes of Full 
and Free pardon, without the Leaſt intimation of 
any grief or penance, neceſlary to be ſuffered either 
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in thende kf, or the other! Wet iti true, the 
of Chriſt's benefits-muſt nport due computation 
riſe no higher thay this} that-be Redeeme d iis frew 


Hell; at Betrayed ua6 Purgatory. © | -” 
ſed be £04, MODA Ta better eſcape 
than b Grief ——_—_ E: The Love that caller 
gur [{ d rcarſe it bath torment, wi 
for the ſame realoi caſt Gut RE Grier too : hn Chriff 
efſavnotbing ele is Necdfiil,bicanie norhing elſe Avail- 
el; bat Faith work; ib) Lovi: 'Ler That fo inflame 
out hearts, as -t6 Meter with'a geninine ſorrow; 
them from WM'tteir dF; abd we need not 
fea aby drier Pufg2Kry, nor ſeek any other Grief, 
it. THOSE whis tiiake, not Reperitance only, 
but the whole tours of -i-Religios Uife a'ſtate of Tor- 
_ are 116 Ryabled by the ſane {ſpirit of Fear ; 
which: perpetually tormenteth them: with doubrs , 
and theni” ajjon __ + whether they be 
in th6 fats bf ſilvation'or hd? This they cal Self. 
Sita dary Feqhetrly oo bo ok, tae eſpecial 
picitual duty frequetitly to be yicd; hur eſpeci; 
befoxsthe Holy Comiiſiinion. But if Fear will hear 


reaſon;' it niay conſider,” That tiowever Self-exami. 


narioh he by all wiſemenof all Rae highly mag- 
nified; yet rs it not to be exerciſed by All men in the 
fame manner. ng, A 
_ 1. Tothoſt that are Enemies or Strangers to God- 
lineſs; as it is moſt neceſſary, ſo it is moſt eaſie : 


bow parrot whether they bein a 
ood ſtate or no? the felt pfanke diſcovereth the - 


colftraty ;-the Qntition proper to Them is this 
Whether it be better to continu in That ſtate,. or 
com out of it? To which queſtion more Serioſneſs 


than Time is required. (4d) 3 
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18 Not Fear; 
...2, Thoſe who-haye forſaken their ſins, eſpecially 
thoſe who bave.;for any conſiderabl time do'a fo, 
may. with as great. Fruit as Pleaſure examin,.. - 

1. What progreſs they..make? By —_—_ 
their preſentſtati Fe in Chriſt,-with that of the la 
moneth or year, they may increaſe'it. - - |: 

. 2. . They may daily examin their daily -aCtions, 
that they may beg parc 
do'n, and pay thanks for what they ſhall find. well; 
and take Warning from the One, and Corage from 
the Other, to do. better the; next day. | 
whether they be Children or Enemies to :God:? to 
be anxioſly ſolicitos upon ſuch a queſtion as This, <1 
am not ſo ſure that it is a Religios, yea or Safe ex- 
erciſeat all; as I am that there axe pernicios miſtakes 


'"'3- But to gain their whole intereſt in-Cheiſt, 


in the Rules preſcribed for the. performance ;. parti- 


cularly in this, that there_is too much partzality 
ſhewen for Fear againſt Hope; whereas plain Reaſon 
would perſwade us, to judge as favorably-for. our 


Telvs as our evidences can permit; ſince ſeverity-can 


do very litl (ifany) good, but may do much hurt, 
1+ It can do but litl good, for. it can only. repete 


the leſſon wherein we are already perfe&t: OurFear 
. of the worlt is the very Reaſon which puts us upon 


examining our ſelys; when we ſeverely cenſure our 
ſelvs, this is no more but that we fear the worſt: ſo we 
end where we began: the whole exerciſe is rynning a 
Circle of Fear, without the leaſt -progreſs-in., Grace. 

2. It isnot only a Fruitleſs labor, —_ Dangeros 
tentation, If we fear that God hateth Us, nature 


© will promt us to hate God in our own defence; and 


ſo far to turn Atheiſts, as to wiſh there were mo God. 
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on for what they ſhall find ill 


cannot beour duty to help It to: caſt out Love ; but 
on the contrary to cheriſh the Antecedent of the' A- 
polt'ls argument for the Conſequent's ſake : We love 
him, bicauſe he loved ns firſt; and thence take ſpurr 


to'ſery him by the meſures of thankfulneſs, 5.e. with-. 


out -neſure. : | 
I VE: HAVE ſeen what an enemy Fear is to' 
"70 Religion in general: Conſider we now 
how much it is ſo-to -our own in particular; and we 
ſhall ſoon diſcover that our- enemies on Both hands, 
the Papiſts, and Nonconformiſts, are made ſuch by 
the ſpirit -of Fear. ' | | 


-1.* THE PAPISTS (it is plain) have corrypted 
the Goſpel from a dofrine according to Godlineſs, to 
adoArine according to Intereſt ; elpacally in its two 
great limbs, Faith, and Repentance, Articls of Faith 

' have multiplied, and in every one multiplied 
difficulties, on purpoſe to make an infallib'l guide ne- 
celary to determin-them : and Conditions of Repemt ance 
they have multiplied and imbittered, on purpoſe to 

ight men, not out of their Sins, but out of their 
Reaſon and their Mony : They drive men To Repen- 
tance by fear of Damnation, and From Repentance 
by fear of its Torments, and allow them no quiet 
but by the Prielt's Abſojution. OO © © 

If now there be This only difference between Us 
and Them, that 'We” Drive men' to Repentance by 
the ſame Fear, and Torment them in it with the fame 
Grief, but do not reliev them by the fame Remeties;) 
we have much leſsreaſon to wonder, that ſom Half 
confidering peop't- run-from us to them, than that 


But 'Love. T9 
Such fear as this; Love certainly muſt caft out, and it 


(42) | ſo 


20 Not Fears... 
fo-many ſcape the temtation ; 


pe [5 - 


9 / 
reedily Fear and'Pain catch at any ( 
Pab'l) ofter of belp, | "ant +1 


1]. That the NONCONFORMISTS on the other 
ſide are poſſeſſed by the ſame evil ſpirit needeth no 
other evidence but this, That they are frighted. from 
our Communion, by ſuck things as themſelvs acknow- 
ledge Indifferent. Fears and: Jraloufees fill both pages, 
both in their Religion and Polity: Their whole con- 
ſtitution is fowred by the melancholy humor 3 wn- 
eaſy both to Themſelvs and, others, eſpecially thei 
Governors. , - ters RigsS 5 

It is not poſlib'1 in fewer and plainer words, both 
to Deſcribe and Condemn this unhappy ſpirit, than 
we have found do'n by our Apoſt'l : Ton have not rve- 
ceved"the fpirit of Fear, but of Power, of. Lave, and of a 
Sound m;nd. Love. is oppoſed to Fear ; Power, to 
Weakneſs ; a Sound mind, to a Pained one-. ..' .. 

- Iwiſhhe had neyer ſpoken worſe, who ſaid, Fat: 
to be much and Jong troubled with, any ſcruple, 1s a 
certain indication' of a weak. and; cowardly JPixit; 
bicauſe if the weight be conſiderably greater in.cither 
ſcale, the ſuſpens will ſoon be ended; - if not, the cauſe 
of doubt muſt be very light ; and>to-be much troy- 
bled. about light maters, mult; needs ſignifi 'great 
weakneſs, | % 

Objection, What then? muſk we 'thinkany fin lith ? 
or can-we be too fearful of theleaſh?” * ; 
Aaſw. Diſtingniſh: between Sin/ /Xrowr, and Sin 
Suifefied, We muſt more fear the leaſt: Known. ſin, 
than:the moſt cruel: death : But ta fear that which 
we only Sa/e&.to he fin, as mich as that which God 
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hath, declared to beſo; This.is it! Telf a fin againk: 
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_ God, hj qu pFA Hulpician.equal 49 
his > bath a wh, 09 Conner a 


oof WR cauſe we trouh] 
xra wil e this: 6 The Roſſl 


; pviter. 3: Care p&p” 00 ſay; any 
t may nor £@ 

neglect any thihg that may in ſe hin, 
ce t mixture 


Gal 1 cry him wigh 
fl anus 100 artulneks, 25 may ſpeak, his jow 
fox the favor do'rl him, a 
by Shanks d not the Jealt air of chgarfulneſs; but 
aFear to mil-vehars hebe Ifinevery $7 tion of hand 


Thus ch ear the by ig and Rn 
the One ſerveth God, ”_ a Careful, yet; Chearful 
ſpirit ; willrather i  worlt death, than the 


al fny ye tdeſpi &h lick frupl as nowyethy, to 


e is frank ſpixit: the Othes. diſorder 


i whole frame of his, converſation, hy: timoroſiies 


in ſuch maters as he Knoweth -— be. todifferents yeb 
Suſpecteth. to be evil; a. Pixityal Clown!; 
Which of the two is pemmany ig. _—_—_ 
of God, our Apoſt'1taght both the Corimbiate, a 
Romans, Both thoſe Churches —— 
ſcruple concerning wears, ofered ro, Tdels;, a. ſeruple 
the mare canſiderah'h, hjcauſah him&lfbadtaght.them, 
that it is. copay) 2s partake the, Lord's 1afid, ard 
the tap1 of Devils : How doth the Apoſt ttreat this 
great 
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Sreat queſtion? Why, he ſpurns it, as no other way 
conſiderab?l, but in the miſchief it might do to' the 
peace of the Churches : -The Kingdom of Heaven (faith 
he) 5 not meat and drink,, but Righteoſneſs, and Peace, 
and Joy #n the holy Gho#t : for he that in theſe things 
ſerveth Chrif, is accepted of God, and approved of men : 
Let mu therefor purſue the things that make for Peace, 
&c. Apply this deciſioggof that Great «crnioagt* 
to thoſe pety ones that'troub'l- our. peace ,_ it wi 
CO m-them the'beſt way, by Deſtroying 
m. SAS WG | 
The Kingdom of Heiven is no-more- Yeſtzre and 
GeFture, than it is Meat and-Drink; Righteoſneſs, and 
Peace, and'Joy in the holy Ghoſ, are ſtill the beſt 
manners in ſight of God and Man: and to purſue the 
things that make. for peace, is ſtill the belt cours in 
ſuch litl queſtions as endanger it. - - 
We have therefore nothing to enquire but this, 


' . Whobeſtronform to this Rule ? They who in ſuch 


ſmall maters ſubmit to their Governors, or they who 
diſturb the peace of the Church 2 Howeyer obvios 
the anſwer be, it is more obvios what the ſpirit is, 
that maketh men in ſuch things troubleſom to them- 
. . ſelvs, and their country : *Nothing certainly bur fear- 
fulneſs can make a man ſo to fly his own ſhadow, as 
toruninto theditch. 

Weſeethe Apoſt thinketh ro way better to pre- 
ſery the peace, than by ſettling our Fundamental 
Poſition: .Peace and Joy in-the holy Ghoſt are the 
beſt manners in the Kingdom' of Heaven, moſt pleaſ- 
ing to God-and man, and the beſt preſervative both 
of Publik and Private quiet : which is in other words, 


The Goipel defignerh not our Fear, but our Love. __ 


- - - @ See Anno alt. 


[ | Hop E I have now effetually-performed the 
task I undertook, which was not: to'exhauſt all 


the contents of mh Text,; but to dig up that root of 


bitterneſs, | which -ſo undefervedly  troubleth the 
world; and eſpecially.'the Miniſters of the [Goſpel ; 
and moſt eſpecially thoſe of. onr Own: Church, who 


are of all others moſt unhappy, becauſe whether they 


ſelvs enemies. - - 11794, ET 
If theyiprevail not, then are they treated by the 
impenitent, as our Lord was by 'the Devils : Whae 
have we-to do with thee ? art thou com'n' to torment ua ? 
If they do prevail, they do no- better than journy- 
work ; either for the Papiſts, to whom the Sanguin 
run for;Anodynes'of Abſojution ; or for the Non-- 
conformilts, to whom: the: Melancholy run/for food 
for their unſatisfiab'l{ſcruples: So-we: are hated on 
All bands; . by our enemies: in Religion, | bicauſe we 
will not;torment our;:ſelus with Their fears;. and by 
our enemies.in Irreligion, bicauſe they ſuſpect we 
will betray them to that. place. of torment, which 0- 
thers hate: us for renouncing. PA; 357 

But in all that I have ſpoken to this too neceſſary. 
purpoſe , how ſhort-am'l falen. of the requires of 
my Text? I havenot be'n able to diſplay any of 
the glad txdings of good things: cannot ſay, as St.Zohn 
doth, Theſe things have 1 ſpoken, that your joy may be 
full; .or as St. Peter, We rejoice with joy unſpeakgble 
«nd glorios. Ts | | 

Yet have we made no flight advance toward all 
this, if we have caſt ont Fear : For this viſor once 
pluckt off, holineſs will ſo ny its beauty, that we 
ſhall ſoon find Plazo'saphoriſm verified in its _—_— 


they-prevail or no, :they;: are: ſure to_ create them- 


- But Love. 23 


_ and aftew 


24 Note Fear, 
And now 1 have mentioned Plato, 1 ſhall vouch 
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of Love; that the beſt Fathers'of bur Religion have 
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prevailed with hith to take a voyage 

to Sicily z..to covert his y Prince, miſer 


corrupted by ill education e came, an his Fi 


labor was to encorage his: hearves, that 
not be aftaid of vertu : This he 
red; and- having removed that-pr 
med: the whole Court ; and: 
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ort is Diogenes v, a 
flattereda Tyrany aid I doubt not, but oor of the 
ſame Cynical hamor wilt objett againſt me; that f 
wonkdhave the Clergy flatter the Peop'l. 
Plato'owned the: charge akd fo do 1. F6'1s our 
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Brit Love. 25 
curus, yea we as out-flater ?/ato, we muſt flater 


like our Apolt], thie greateſt flaeterer in the world : 
Read his Epiſtl's wit an nony', ſee if you can 
match them for tenderneſs in aty of the Romances : 


He faith.in one of them, that he bad eFouſed bis di- 
ſcifles ro Chriſt; and \in' thatandallthereſt he courted 


them with all. the arts and infinuations of a wooer. 


A” he warmer Oe telterh us;that His and Our Com- 


We are (laith he) Embaſſadors for 
| Cieſe: 4s ef God did biſeech you by ua; we pray you in 


Chriſt s ſttad, be ye reconciled to God. 

Which is a great improvement of my Text, and 
giveth ns title to a nobler welcom': We are not only 
Melſengets, to'bring: Tidings of peace; but Embaſ- 
fadors, to Negotiate for its acceptatice: to Nego- 


tiate as - the Perſor'sf Chriſt; yet in the Poſture of 


icatits. Cliriſt apain depoſtth himſelf from his 
Majelty, nee to his reh<llios ſubjetts like a 
peritioner, begpinf: [in moſt hiinb'l miitiner (what ? 
that they world not” again deſtroy him? no, but) 
that they' wbuld permit him to'fave theit! : and in 
this poſtitie are we conmilſiotied to repreſent him. 
True, Embaſſadors, if they find i it neceſſary, may 
ſharpen' their iniportunities for peace, by diſplaying 


the tetrib'Ineſs and' wityoidabPritfs of That deſtru- 


ction,'which is to be the portion of the irfecofcile- 


ab'l; ptovided'they do it with ſuch'tenderneſs, as 
may ſpeak their Maſter's goodneſs equial ,to_ his 


powet ; more" loth to deſtroy them, than themſelvs 
are t0 periſh. 


A 'preachet of the Golpet' (fire ) muſt not cotit 
ſhort in kindneſs to a prophet viider the Law : yet 


in this poſture doth”. Te ie repreſent God: 4s 1 
live faith" the Lord; 1 deſire not the death of him that 


(e) dieth,” 
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26 Not Fear, 


dieth, but rather that he will turn and leve © turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye dy, ye bous of Iſrael ? 

Doye ſay, that he offereth ſalvation only to a few 
Elect? Behold, he ſaith, yea he ſweareth, that he 
deſireth not thedeath even of Him that dieth. 

The difference is very obſervab'l, which our Sa- 
vior puts between the two ſentences. The bleſſed 
are invited to the Kingdom prepared for them from the 
beginning of the world: but the curſed are diſpatched 
to the fire that was prepared (not for Them, but) for 
the Divel and his Angels. 

- There is therefore great difference between Ele- 
Ction and. Reprobation: The one is a Poſitive act, 
the other a mere : reterition, which doth not deprive 
men of Sufficient, yea Abundant means of ſalvation : 


'The Reprobates are ſo far from prepared for hell- 


fire, . that the fire is not prepared for Them, but only 
for the Divel and his Angels, Many indeed will at 
Hſt find it their portion, but by their own carving : 
God uſeth all the means that a Wiſe and Good father 
can, to hinder them from it: His Wiſdom will not 
work miracl's except in caſes extraordinary ; and 
in ſuch caſes {poſlibly)) he may by irreliſtib'] grace 
ualify ſom few choſen veſlels for ſom extraordinary 
ervice ; but in ordinary, he offereth no ſuch violence 
to Nature, thogh he uſe all means ſvitabl to it, for 
the benefit of the creature whom he endeayoreth t 
make happy. | | 
His Laws are far from grievos, he requireth no 
SatisfaCtion for the paſt, but Amendment for the fu- 
tur ; and That: Amendment too, he requireth for 
This only reaſon, that we may be as happy both 
now and hereafter as we are capab'l- We are fond 


of our hedg-fruit bicauſe we know no better, but he 
Pro- 


he. MS. A. 


But Love. 27 
provideth for us bankets infinitly more delicios ; and 
he Inviteth, he Intreateth; if this will not prevail, 
he Driveth us, to this purpoſe only that we may be 
happy 1n his fellowſhip. | 

Plato broght the moſt diſſolute to the love of ver- 


- tu, thogh he had no other motive but its mere beau- 


ty, unendowed with any other reward than its ſelf. 

But we haye commiſſion to promiſe you a dowry 
great as its beauty, and to embelliſh that beauty 
with moſt glorios additions. The glory of God's 
love ſhineth infinitely brighter #2 the face of Feſus 
a than in That of the Sun, which was the beſt 
glaſs Plato had to ſee him in ; The earneſt of our inhe- 
ritance (never heard of by Plato) is infinitely more 
valuabl for the inheritance it ſecureth; the joys of 
Hope being incomparably more raviſhing, than thoſe 
which taſt nothing but the preſent. 

And is it not both very Sad and very Admirab'l, 
that Plato under ſuch diſadvantages, ſhould ſo ina- 
mor a diſſolute company with naked vertu, and him- 
ſelf its preacher ; yet We with ſach great advanta- 
ges, prevail no otherwiſe than to drive our hearers 
into hatred both of our meſſage and our ſelvs? Can 
any thing be more worth our Conſideration ? 

When we have duly conſidered, we ſhall find that 
Plato better deſerved 1he title of a preacher of the 
Goſpel, than moſt havedo'n for many ages : For his 
preaching was in St. Paul's ſtile ; he preached not 
the ſpirit of Fear, but of Love: But the modern way 
hath be'n quite contrary ; we have heard lit] of Love, 
but much of Fear, and our ſucceſs hath be'n as dif- 
ferent as our meſſage. 

Now ſhould I apply all this to the ſervice both of 
the Goſpeland its Miniſters : but 2s I haye not Time, 


(e2) io. 
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2$ Not Fear. 


ſo (if what I have ſaid be well conſidered) there will 
be no Need: Not-in behalfof the Goſpel, bicayſe if 
it be once freed fromthis vizor, its beauty will need 
no other perſuaſive to draw us to its embraces : Not 
in behalf of its Miniſters, bicauſe your very Preſence 
vpon this occaſion, deſerveth applaus, but ſuperſe- 
deth exhortation : -I ſhall: therefor ſay.no more, but 
Pray, that. as you haye begun a good wark, you ma 
g00n proſperouſly 18 it ; that your kindneſs to thoſe 
who have at leaſt a dubl titl to it, may return a thou- 
ſand fold in bleſſings upon you and yours, both in 
This world and the better; that the peace of God 
mew paſerh all under ſtanding , may keep your hearts ans 
minds &C. 
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ANNOTATIONS. 


of the ſame air.J Such i5 chat which we meet. in; 

£ A the cloſe of Heb. 12. Serv God acceptably 
with reverence and Godly fear : for our God is a.con- 
ſuming fire. Th ſeemeth to contraditt our Poſition 
bath in Plain terms, and with a potent Reaſon : but if we 
carefully view the whole context, it will appear otherwiſe. 
For the words inemediately foregoing ſay, Where- 
for we receiying a Npgdom which cannot be mo- 
ved, yeery Ewper, det us be thankful, that we may ſerv 
God acceptably : Where that we mgy reconcile Fear 
with Thankfulneſs, we muſt look, back.to the premiſes, 
whence the inference is drawn, which is offered in the 
word Wherefor : which are no leſs than a Rhetorical, 
or rather Poetical, Amplification, of what we bat now 
found plainly laid down. We have not received the 
ſpirit of bondage again to Fear, wverſ. 18, 19, 20, 21, 
but we have receiyed the ſpirit of Adoption. ver/. 22, 
23, 24. whence the 25th verſe immediately inferreths 
See that yerefuſe not him that ſpeaketh,; for if They 
eſcaped not who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth, 
much more ſhall not We eſcape if we turn away from 
him that ſpeaketh from Heaven: which again us re- 
peted with athreat,, which requireth us to lookwuch fur- 
ther back, to Deut. 4. 23- where Moſes warneth his 
Iſraelites 5x theſe words, Take heed unto your ſelvs 
leſt ye forget the Covenant of the Lord-your Gad, 


for th | 7 | 
Ft 6 Lord thy God #5 4 conſuming fire, even a =_ 


( Nyet. 1. To which may be reduced all others 


=_ Annotations. 


The words then being meſured by the proper deſign of 
the whole diſcours, muſt be a threatning f thoſe that 
ſhall turn from Chriſt : meſured by the Premiſes which 
they attend as a Concluſion they muſt iniport ſo much 
greater puniſhment to be due to thoſe that deſert the Goſ- 
pel, by how much the Covenant is more gratios : ſo that 
. the Threat is not leveled againſt thoſe that Profeſs the 
Goſpel, but againſt thoſe that. Forſake it and it is ſo far 
from contradifting our Poſition, that it 1s built upon its 
Amplification- 


A Nyot.2. We are miſerably abuſed by a baſe 
Tranſlation.J For pon no better ground than 
this wretched Tranſlation is baile the whole dofirine of 


Penance among the Papiſts, and the dread of Repentance 


among the Reformtd, | 

The Papiſts, having once taken the confidence to render 
the indienſab'l duty uerivora, by Panitentia, proceed 
to improve this their precious word, by ſtraining it as 
much beyond its conſtant ſignification, as That exceedeth 
the import of the word, which it pretendeth only to tranſ- 
late. For whereas [Panitentia] in no other caſe ſigni- 
feeth any more than [Reperitance] 5. e. Grief of mind, 
they have enlarged it to ſignifie [Penance,] which ſig- 
nifieth a further Puniſhment of Body-or Purs : and up- 
on this dubly fals ground they have thus built their Sa- 
crament.. | | 

He that is fallen into fin after Baptiſm, cannot be 
reſtored but by the Sacrament of Penance, which 
conſiſteth of three parts, Contrition, Confeſſion, and 
Satisfation. bo 

1. Contrition is grief of mind im ſence of guilt in- 
curred. Guilt importeth obligation to Puniſhment ; 
from wkich the ſinner cannot be abſolyed, but ed ry 
Prieſts 


Annotations, 31 
Prieſt, to whom Chriſt hath given power to bind and 
looſe : This power the Prieſt cannot exerciſe with- 
out knowledge of the guilt,” wherewith the Penitent 
is bound : therefor | 


2. The Penitent muſt humb'l himſelf before the 


Prieſts Tribunal, (it 5s the very expreſſion of Trent) 
with full and particular Confeſſion of every ſin, and 
every circumſtance, ſubmitting to ſuch puniſhment 
as he ſhall preſcribe , in order to Abſolution: and 

3. The Prieſt muſt not grant Abſolution, without 
ſuch Penance as may bear ſom proportion to the 
crime. For (ſaith the Trent meeting) Chriſt hath 
ſatisfied for the Crime, but not for the Priniſhment ; 
which the B. of Condom hath made eaſter io be Un- 
deritood, but not eaſier to be Believed, by this explica- 
tion; That he hath changed a greater puniſhment into 
a leſſer; 5.e. Eternal into Temporal. If therefor 
the Penitent fail either of fully confeſling every fin, or 
of fully performing the ' penalty impoſed; Either of 
Theſe, or ſom other deſefts; muſt be abundantly 
puniſhed with the fire of Purgatory, which cometh 
ſhort of Hell only in duration. 

If we look for Reaſons for all this, we ſhall fiud none in 
Scripture, but abundanco in the world. All the Abbies, 
Priories, Chantries, &c. #1 Chriſtendom, All the pomp 
and grandeur of the conrt of Rome &c. are ſo many 
benefits of this Sacrament to the Clergy; and aſſurance 
of Abſolution upon eaſie Penance, to the Laity. 
| For canit be, but the Prieſt mu#t be highly reveren- 
ced, to who's Tribunal the greateſt mu#b creep, to who's 
ears they muſt communicate their moſt ſhameful ſms, and 
from who's mouth they mu#t receiv their ſentence ? with- 
out who's help they cannot hope for pardon, and by who's 
belp they are ſecure of it? Or can any perſon of _ 
thi 


— 
Py = 

—— 

ay H_- - 


IE anngs 5. 
— mu 
Rn 


NIE - 


— ——_— Re IN 
I II FI JI. Eg ep PIO 974 mn ee ur re XD —_ was - OF 
4 Pa +. dt 


TL ITE 


2a 
a=; _— 


—  ——————— ———— — ———————————— 
_— —— 


Ny — 
CES, 6-140 


33 TT ERIE _ « No & 
= 3 EA by 
— — — — 


32 Annoations. 


rhinkany coſt too much, co pay off the imolerabl torminirs, 


whereintheir own or their deareſt friends ſouls may. fry, 
they know not how loug, in the of Purgatory? It 
was but lately proved that a poor Maid yave , not only al 
ſhe was worth, but a'Bond for ayreater Summi, to a gree- 
Prieſt, who refuſed on arty cheaper terms to'free her 
ather s ſoul; aria bow often they'meet ſach batoains in 
the fears of dying perſons, it is 11mpoſſth! to compte. 

God be bleſſed we have reformed fromall the baſe g ains 
which are gotten by the word Penance : bat we ſtill re- 
ram too ſtrong a tinfture of its firſt princip'l; in pvint of 
Fear and conſequent Grief, derived from the word Re- 
pentance; rhe very ſound whereof ftriketh ſo hard updn 
our minds, that we cannot but biliev, the great D 
which 1s expreſced by That Word; muſt be performed by 
That Paſſion. 

We do (indeed) well to yy, berwtentwo hinds of 
Grief; and we do well to declare; that Grief which ari- 
ſeth from Fear, is nothing worth; if it bring as uot to that 

which iſſueth from Love : Bat ſtill wt ftickgo This, that 
Repentance is Grief : and that however it be not atcty- 
ted until it amount to Contrition, yet doth it ordinarily 
begin at Attrition, to which therefor wi mit firſt apply 
our ſelvs. Bltt % | 

i- What reaſon have we to believe that Attrition 
' will bring us to Contrition ? Do we conclude them ner 

of kin icarſe they wear the ſame ſurname ? Lit us not 
look ſo much to the Name, arthe F amily.”Frar (wr kgow) 
$5-n0-freend to Love ; and why ſhall we belive that Grief 
which iſſneth froms the Ont; muſt: be our beſt mediator to 
tbe Other? | 

2. Why mnſt wee netd3 make onrfirft adreſſes to Grief 
of either kind? Grief is an Enemy, bit Love is aFriend: 
It ssthe'firſft-mover malt our affetions, even ay 
eem 


— ——_ 
oo I Inn" 77 er gnn—_ p” F< 


ſeem moſt oppoſit to it : We neither Hate, nor Fear, nor 
Griev, but by the diftates of Love: And the Love of 
God wil conſtrain us ro (do, what without it we can 
hardly obtein of out ſelv;) griev when we have offended 
him. If we pom this great duty in the proper ſence 
of the words, Turn to God with all our heart ; che 
weeping and journing will not fail to follow ; nor hath 
- Scripture been defictent, thogh it have not preſcribed 
tnem. 

This :5 not a bare contention about words, but the moſt 


prattical conſideration in the world : Holineſs of life is 


highly concerned in it; as having ſuffered more by This 
than All other errors : For on One ſide, men are Fright- 
ed by the apprehenſion of Grief, as an enemy to our quiet ; 
and on the Other ſide, they are encoraged to hope, that 
this may with more eaſe; and equal ſafety be undergon, 
when the days com wherein we ſhall ſay, we have no 
pleaſure in them, or when that hour cometh, when we 
ean do nothing elſe but griev. | | 
is conceit, however diſcountenanced by Divines, yea 
by Experience, which ſheweth that generally men dy as im- 
penetent as they live ;, yet ſo partial are we to our ſins and 
ſoth,that the word [ Repent] ſhall carry it againſt all the 
werg ht that can be laid againſt it. | 
And here 1 cannot . bnt,, applaud the amendment our 
Church hath made in the fir#t ſentence FA our Liturgy. 
Of old it was, At what time ſoever a Sinner ſhall Re- 
pent from the bottom of his heart, I will put all his 
wickedneſs out of my remembrance, faith the Lord; 
which was wont to be pleaded in behalf of death»bed re« 
pentance : But now the very words of the Prophet are ſet 
forth, When the wicked. man turneth away from 
wickedneſs that he hath committed, and doth that 
which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul alive. 
} 
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34 Annotations. — 
which may infer; that the promiſe is made, not to Orieu- 
ing, but Turning, and to ſuch Turning too, as procetdenh 
zo contrary ations, Were our Tranſtation of the New 
Teſtament ſo reformed, that in fieatt of Repentance we 
mebt read, Turning, Changing, ' Amendment,” or ſon 
fa hone#t word, as would Per render the Original ; 
it would remove that unhappy tentation, which bath ſo 
much diſcountenanced Converſion, by. repreſenting it both 
Hard and Needleſs in Youth, Eaſie and Safe on the 
Death-bed. : | 


'R Not. 3. Fappeal to your Bibles,] We find onc 
"A text that ſeems to lobk That way, and for That 
reaſon, as it makes much talk;, fo doth it deſerv our carc- 
ful conflderation. -It isin 2'Cbr., 7.10. Godly ſorrow 
worketh repetitance to falvation not to be repented 
of; but the forrow of the world worketh death. 
"Theſe words" ſeparated from the Context, thoph they 
deny that Grief and Repentance be the ſame thing (for if 
the One work-the Other, they muſt fiffer as the Workomas 
doth from his Work, ) yet bicaliſe they ſtem to import 4 
dependence of Ont uponthe Other,require onr anſwer, And 
-x. Tho theſe' words ſeem. to look. this way, they com 
ſhort of the concept we contend againſt. For the moſt they 
import is this; "that the tp s reproof had made them 
fo fory, that they amended their falt ; which certainly 
falleth very ſhort of making” That Repentance which the 
Goſpel requireth of every ſinner, to be no more nor leſs but 
Sorrow.” fLaT0k q way TIONS | 
©* 2: Thoſewords do not look this may, as we muſt needs 
perceiv if we lopk:about us: for SON. : 
 Suchwas the Apoftls Evangelical Firit, ſo unwilling 
#0 exerciſe Puniſhment upon Penders, that he ſhunzeth 
the very word, - and expreſſath ## by Grieving. Thes 
| ap- 
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appeareth pao5t evident in the twelfth chapter of the ſam® 
Epi, = 20., I fear leſt when 1 pr Vibat not 
find you ſuch as 1 would; and that I ſhall be found 
unto you ſuch as you would not ; leſt there. be de- 
bates, wraths; &c.. and leſt when I come again m 
God will- humb'l me 'among you, and that I ſhall 
BEWAIL many, which -have ſinned already, and 
have not repented &c. Ad chap. 12. 2. I told you 
before, and *foretel] you as if I were preſent the ſe- 
cund time, and- being abſent now I write to them 
which heretofore have ſinned, and to all other, that 
if I com again, I will not ſpare, | 

He had in his former” Epiſ#l reproved: them for not 
cenſuring a moſt [aqpr ume perſon, ..1 Cor. 5. It isre- 
ported commonly that. there is fornication among 
you, and ſuch fornication as is not io much as named 
among the Gentiles, that one ſhould have his fa. 
thers wife; and ye are pufted-up, and have not. ra- 
ther mourned, that he that hath do'n this deed might 
be taken away from among you, 5. e., in the ſenſe now 
mentioned, you have encouraged him, aud not puni- 
ſhed him by -excommunication. , "tin 

In this Epiſfl he taketh notice of that aff air: in the 
ſeeond chapter be juſtsfieth himſelf for haviug grieved 
them, approveth of their-obedience, and adviſeth them to 
abſolve the criminal, now ſufficiently pumſhed. And in this 
chapter taketh occaſion to reſume it, 4s appeareth by .v..8, 
For tho I made you ſory.with a Letter, I do not ge. 
pent thogh 1 did repent; ' and more plainly v. 12. thogh 
I wrote unto you, I did it not for his cauſe that did 
the wrong, (z. e, the 3nceftuous Son,) nor for his cauſe 
that ſuffered wrong, (5. e. the injured Father,) but 
that our care for you in the ſight of God might ap- 
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36 Annotations. | 
The eleventh» verſe, which ſetteth forth the fruits 0 


#hiir ſorrow, 3s cloſed with this Epiphonema : In all 


things you have approved your ſelvs to be clear in 
this mater : which plainly , ſheweth that the ſorrow 


which he ſo applaudeth, was not ſorrow for any crime of | 


their Own, and: conſequently was not ſuch Repentance 
as 1s neceſſary for every ſumer in re5eft to hisOwn 


ſims: but an 1diom of the Apoſtl, whereby he exprel[- 


eth Eccleſiaſtical cenſures : which in the tenth 
vers he® compareth with Civil' puniſhments , 
ſaying that the one worketh the greateſt good 
without the leaſt ill conſequence, but the other 
worketh death.” | 

This expoſition ſeemeth more netefary to enlighten the 
ApoſtPs diſcours; than ta anfwer what may be thence ob- 
jetted. For whether you accept it or no, you Cannot 4- 
voed acknowledging that the diſcours is very obſcure in 
many of its clauſes, and in its whale deſign : and This 
very Obſcurity is ſufficient to diſable it from ſtabliſhing 
a fundamental dottrine. | | | 
-*- Heb. 12. 12, Wefind Repentance from dead works 
Owned for a Foundation of the Goel: Had he ſaid 
Repentance FOR dead works, Grief moger have plea- 
ded ſom title ; but the partic*l FROM importeth more 
than a Paſſion, and no leſs than Turning : to Turn from 
dead works is 4 good phraſe in Grammar, as well as 4 
good work in Morality ; but to Griey From an ill work, 
is a Tile unprattiſed in any language that I know, 

Yet this is a Foundation, and as ſuch oght to be firmly 
laid : Can we then juſtify our Lord as no leſs faithful 
than ſes in all his hous, if nether by himſelf nor any 
of his Apoſt Is, he left any One Precept, ſo clear as tobe 
above danger of miStake; but we muſt retein for all our 
knowledge of onr Fundamental duty , to ln 
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word, occaſionally dropt by our Apofl, and that ſo ob- 


ſecurely, that we cannot be ſecure of its meaning? Such a 
concept certainly will it ſelf need Repentance. 


Ano. 4. 1am not ſure that it is a Religros ex- 
erCiſe.] 1 T herefor cannot be ſure that it is a Re- 
ligios exerciſe, much leſs that it is a neceſſary Duty, ſo 
to examin my ſelf as is vulgarly preſcribed; becaus I nei- 
ther find it Enjoyned by any Precept, nor Recommended by 
any Examp'l in holy Scripture. 
T find indeed two words of St. Paul to the Corinthi- 
aus, whereof the One ſeemeth to Intimate it, the Other 


. expreſly to Require it. 


The Former, 1 Cor. 17, 27. Let a man Examinhim- 
ſelf, and ſo let him eat of That Bread, and drink of 
That Cup : Which is generally believed to ſignifie, that 
we muſt Examin, whether we be worthy to receiv the 
Lord's Supper or no? which is not Leſs but More, than 
whether we be inthe ſtate of Grace, or no ? But upon full 
conſideration we muſt find, that the Apoſtl cannot mean 


ſuch an Examination as ſhall leau us in ſuſpenſe, or forbid 


our Communicating, (for the very ſame breath abſolmely 
requireth us to do it without any exception or limitation,) 
but ſuch as ſhall prevent the crime he there reproveth, 
which was their doing it in an unworthy Manner: To 


which end it is not neceſſary to examin, what Right we 


have tothe Lord's Supper, but what Reverence? not 
what we have already do'n,but what, we are about to do ? 
And whatever ſelf-examinatson exceedeth this end, will 
be Impertinent ;, whatever hindreth the Performance of 
the later clauſe of the Precept, (fo let him Eat, will be 
Oppoſit to the Apo#tP s intentions, as at large ts proved in 
the foregoing Treatiſe, 'and is now further confirmed 5 
if the praftice of ſuch ſelf-examination be wſeleſs and 


pre- 
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prejudicial, not only tn order to, the Sacrament, but to all 
ether good purpoſes. _ $6 he 
The other word,. which ſeemeth expreſly to require us 
z0 examin our intereſt in Chriſt, we meet 2 Cor. 13. 5. 
Examin, your. ſelvs, whether you be in' the faith ; 
prove your own ſelvs, know you not that Chriſt is in 
you except ye be reprobates? But all the foregoing 
and following context will forbid us to imagin, that the 
Fpoſt l ſhould require them to examin themſelvs concern- 
3ng what was not then in queStion or mention, It us plain 
that his diſcourſe refleteth upon the puniſhment which 
they had Formerly. Neglefted, and upon his admonition 
Lately Inflited, upon a moſt ſcandalous off ender ; yet ſo, 
that ſom among them ſeemed to queſtion His authority, 
and perhaps That of the Church, for ſo doing, and there- 
for ſeek a proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in him. Such per- 
Jons in the now-recited words he admoniſheth to examin 
themſelvs, not concerning their intereſt in Chris by his 
faving grace, but concerning their relation to him as a 
viſib*l Church, and their conſequent authority to judge 
thoſe that are within, as 5n the former Epiſt'l he ex- 
preſſeth it. | | 
Our Incomparab'l Dr. Hammond hath to. this ſenſe 
paraphraſed this text , wherein be ſuppoſeth that | & vyuv 
ſignifieth, wot IN, but AMONG you 3 @#d that the. A- 
poſt | thereby alludeth to Exod,-1F. 7. where: the tem- 
ting contumacios 1/raelites, after all the fignsand mi- 
ract's ſhewed among them, ask in theſe very words, 
# Yds U vaav, #5 the Lord quuong 07 no? lo that: the 
meaning of the Apoitl's queſtion here .is z many 1m1- 
rac]'s of Chriſt and his Spirit have ben wroght a- 
mong you, ſo that. if you do nat þeliey that. I am an 
Apo and ſo that.Chriſt is among you, you are 
({ure) of the number of thoſe _1ſrachires, who. after ſo 
3 many 
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many mirac'ls tilt required more. ſigns. Thus our 


Excellent Doftor. - © NE RE 

But if we will not look fo far, we ſball find a fair ocea- 
ſion for theword IN, and for his playing with the word 
Reprobate too, in the third verſe. Whereas you 'ſeek 


Souulu, a Proof of Chriſt ſpeaking In.me : Examinie 


well, aud you ſhall find him. in your ſelvs, when you cenſure 
ſuch offenders as are within ; if not, you” fre 4Fhnjor* 
which word, that it cannot here ſiguify Reprobates in 
that frift ſens , appearetb, bicaufe he immediately ad- 
deth, I hope you ſhall find that We. are not Repro- 
bate:. but he deſcanteth upon their owa word Souuls, res 
peating it no teſs than #. | | 
ſence which muſt therefor anſwer their own : © You ſeek 
© an Evidence of Chriſt ſpeaking. in Me, as in his A- 
©poſt't: T have already pleaded, that If i be not an A. 
©polt'] to Others, yet doubtlets I'am'ta You, for the 
(ſeat of mine ApoſFlſhip are' ye in the Lord, and 7 
need no other evidence : Examin therefore your ſelys, 
*whether ye be in the faith which 7 preached among 
©you : Do yenot know that Chriſt 'is.in. You, as 7 
' his Church planted by my miniſtry 5 extept ye be vile 
perſans, which have no (founulw) appearance of Chriſti- 
© anity * | "SER = DS 
Tha the comext evidericeth to be the true meaning of 
thoſe words, who's ſingt voice muſk oitoote a multitude 
of other expreſs texts, and the fundamental deſign of the 
Goſpel, whieh invite us to rejoice in God. ' bees, 
WE are miſerably miſtaken in the'rafes and me- 
ſures, 45s may appear, not only by the" Reaſon, glanced” 
at from their dangeros tendency, or by the Silence of 
Scripture, which in mater of duty is equivalent to a Ne- 
gative ; but by the contrary condut of the Apoſt't in 
$** 


ve times in, two verſes , 11 a. 
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governing this exarciſe. For however his words ſeem to 
preſcribe ſelf-examination as every mans duty, yet doth 
he plainly dirett it to a quite comrary purpoſe, 

His words are, Gal. 6. 4. Letevery man prove his 
ownwork: Let Every man without exception ;, Prove 
Souyal ine, examin, his own Work, in the moſt compre- 
benſfve ſenſe (as the French expreſs a man's whole buſs- 
eſs by ſon fait) elſe will the Plater be too narrow for the 
Sore, which # diſcovered in the words immediatly *fore- 

oing,; If a man think himſelfto be ſom thing when 
|: is nothing, he deceiveth himſelf: Al this ſeemeth 
to amount to no leſs than I.ct every man examin the 
ſtate of his own ſoul, that he may not be deceived, 
but certainly underſtand, whether he be a lively 
member of Chriſt or no. | 

1 ſhall not fence with theſe words, by pleading that by 
Every man #s meant Every man Concerned un the ad- 


vice, which is direfted only to them which are Spiritual ; 


or that by Sorugatire is meant not only Prove, but Ap- 
prove : but, which i much better, I ſhall meſure the Pla- 
fter by the Sore, the _ of the Words by the De- 
fign of the Author ; which the firſt verſe diſcovereth to 
be Charity to offenders : the Means preſcribed for this 
good ond is Self-conſideration : 1. Conſideration of hu- 
man frailty, whereto while himſelf is ſubje&, he is nei- 
ther above the Reach, nor ſecure againſt the Power of the 
tentation. 2. Conſideration of his own Experience,which 
if be examin, may inform him, that himſelf hath be'n 
| guilgurtn sof the Same, perhaps of 9g 
is 1s the plain deſign of the-precept : it iT preſcribed 
as a ſpecifik, againſt a particular evil, to cauterize the 
=- eſh, to lance the ſwelling apoſtem, to divert the 
ſharp humor, from. our neighbors to our own weakneſs or 
wickedneſs , to- paſs from judging another to judging 


our 
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our ſclvs ; wherein we ſhall have better Evidence, better 
Autority, and better Succeſs, | | cn 
d what ſucceſs doth the Apoſ1 promiſe? Is it, thou 


| ſoalt befrighted at thy danger, and confounded with thy 


guilt ? Thus (indeed) one would expett, as moſt ſerviceab'l 
to the purpoſe in hand : but bicauſe it ts leaſt ſo, to the 
general deſign of the GoFpel, the Apoſt'l turneth ſhort t6 
4 quite contrary inference, and then ſhall he have re- 
joycing. How careful, that no particular precept ſhould 
croſs the Univerſal ! . that his Precepts ſhould have no 
wors conſequent than his Repraofs! But may clear them- 
ſelvs, and ſay, as he did in hu Apology to the Corinthi- 
ans, for having made them ſory, 2 Coo. 7. 9. you have 
received damage by us in nothing; which this exer= 
ciſe can hardly be able toplead , if fear hold the ſcales, 
and we weigh our ſelvs by grains and ſcruples, and thoſe 
authorized only by the precarios dittates of melancholy. 


Our Apo#Fl hath plainly enogh told ws, that our ad- 


equate mark_is Faith working by Love : If hereby we 
examin our ſelus , the work, will be neither tedios in the 
Performance, nor tormenting in the Jſu. | 

Not tedios in the Performance: for it cannot (ſure) 
require much hill, time, or labor, to ſearch whether [ 
love or no? [ look, no further than mine own bowels for 
aſſurance, whether 1 love this or that neighbor or kinſman, 
and why may they not with the ſame eaſe and certainty 
ſecure me whether I love Godorno? | 

Nor tormenting in the Iſſu : for at worſt 1 ſhall be put 
ton wors penance or task, than to labor for a.greater Me- 
ſure of Love;, and all Love's tasks are full of pleaſure, 
To ly down and afflitt by ſelf with grief for want of 
Love, or (a is preſcribed in the ſecond place) for want 


of grief, or with fear for want of any kind of grief &C. 


i more likely to quench Love than to inflame it. But to 
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42 . Annotations. 
apply my affefti0ns to the original of all lovelineſs, the in- 
finite beauties of God in his own perfettions, the glories of 
his goodneſs towards his creatures, and tomy ſelf in par- 
ticular, &C. 15 certainly of all exerciſes moſt proper for 
this end, and moſt pleaſant in the prattiſe: This muſt 
needs be the fitteſt ground for the fruits of the Spirit, 
Love, Joy, Peace. 


A. 5. Nothing certainly but Fearfulneſs,J 7 
£ 3 may be worth obſerving, how the light of Nature 
concurreth with that of the Goſpel, to cast out this To 
For as in All Ages, Nations, and Religions, it hath po. 
ſefied and tormented the Weakeſt ;, ſo hath it in them All 
be'n exorciſed by the Wiſeſt. 

The Greeks gave it a name which expreſſeth its Na- 
ture, the Latins gave it one that expreſſeth its Operations, 
for $219 tF euprnic ſheweth it 11 1ts Cauſe 5 Superſtition, 
in its Effefts: That , ſignifieth Fearfulneſs towards 
God ; This, ſignifyeth Overdoing our duty toward him: 
yet Both agree in the ſame apprehenſions. For when the 
Greeks deſcribe its Operations, they paint them with the 
very ſame colours as do the Latins, witneſs Theophra- 
ſtus's Charatter : and again, when the Latins define its 
TWature, they do it by the very name which the Greeks 
have given it ; witneſs Varro, who maketh this the eſ- 
ſential difference between Religion and Snperſtition ; that 
the Superſtitios Fear the Gods, while: the Religios 
reverence them as Parents, but do not fear them as 
Enemies: and what 1s this other than St Paul's do- 
frine? You have not received the ſpirit of Fear, but 
you have received the ſpirit of Adoption. Seneca 
more Laconically g:verth 1s account both of its Nature 
and Effets: Superltitio error inſanus, amandos ti- 
met, quos colit, violat : © Superſtition is a mad error; 
* whom 
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| © find things ſo diſgraceful for gentlemen, ſo unwort 


© whom it ſhould love, it feareth ; whom it worſhippeth, 
© it flandereth. And more largely in another place : Si- 
cul intueri vacet, quz J—_— ſaperſtitiofi, inve- 
nies tam indecora honeſlis, tam indigna liberis, tam 
diſſimilia ſanis, ut nemo fuerit dubitaturus furere 


eos, {i cum paucioribus furerent. © 1f any one be at- 


© leiſure to view what the ſuperſtitious ſuffer, you Joe 

of 
© free men, ſo unſuitabl to ſound men, that no man —_ 
© doubt but they were mad, were they mad with fewer 
companions. Give ud who can, a better explication of 
theſe words of St. Paul, which call it, the ſpirit of bon- 
dage, and oppoſe it to the ſpirit of Power, of Love, 
and of a'Sound mind, 

And. all this St. Paul ſpokg of the Law of Moſes, 
which had been nothing elſe = Superſtition, had not God 
authoriſed it : For as throughout the Old Teſtament 
Fear # Godlineſs ; ſo in all the ceremonies of the Law, 
Obedience hallowed the exerciſes, 

For as I ſaid but now, Superition, however exploded 
by the Wiſeſt,ever poſſeſſed the Weakeſt, that ts,the Great= 
eſt part of mankind : And at That time, the world was 
not capabl to have it Cured, but only Fomented, 

And that upon That very account the Law impoſed ſuch 
exerciſes as the GoFFel forbids, we have a clear diſcours 
of Se, Paul, inthe beginning of the fourth chapter to the 
Galatians Now I ſay, that the heir, as long as he is 


| a child, differeth nothing from a ſervant, thogh he 
be Lord of all, but is under tutors and governors, - 


until the time appointed of the father ; even ſo we, 
when we were children, were in bondage under the 
Elements (iy a the a, b, c,) of the world. But 
when the fulneſs of time was com, God ſent forth his 
Son made of a woman made under the law,to redeem 
T# 3) them 
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them that were under the law, that we might receiv 
the adoption of ſons. And bicauſe ye are ſons, God 
hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his ſon into your hearts, 
crying Abba, father. Wherefor thou art no morea 
ſervant, but aſon ; and if a ſon, then an heir of God 
throgh Chriſt. | | 

' In this diſcours you have a full diſcovery of Superſti- 
tron, its Nature, its Operations, and its Abolition. 1. Its 
Nature, childiſhneſs, requiring the diſcipline of Fear to 
governit : 2. Its Exerciſes, childiſh,weak, and begg ar- 
ly Elements, the firſt letters that children learn. 3. Its 
Cure, the ſpirit of Adoption, ſent forth snto the hearts of 
Goas children now grown up to manhood. 

Upon this diſcours how juſtly doth he ground his ex- 
poſtulation, ver. 9g. Now after that ye have known 
God, or rather are known of God, how turn ye a- 
gain to the weak arid beggarly elements, wherein 
you deſire again to be in bondage? When I was a 
child, I ſpake as a child, I underſtood asa child, 1 
thoght as'a child, but when I became a man, I put 
away childiſh things. When mankind was unripe' in 
Age, it was ſoin Underſtanding, and no wonder its Ex- 
erciſes ſhould be ſuitabl. It was governed by the rod, 
and buſied about ceremonies ; but now it 1s com to man- 
hood, you are called to have fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 1 7o, 1. 3. to be 
partakers of the Divine Nature, 2 Pet. 1. 4. and con- 
ſequently of his Wiſdom and Holines, his Loves, and his 
Hates : and therefore to approve things that are ex- 
cellent. Phil. 1. 10. How isit then, that you ſtill ſpend 
your time, your ſtrength, and your labour in whipping of 
ropps, bandying of balls, and playing with nuts, no leſs 
childiſh in your imaginations, than the law of Moles 


gould either Find, or Make you? ' 
= Thu 
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Thu did the ApoFt rebuke the Galatians, and what 
would he have ſaid to this and ſom preceding generati- 
ons, which have outgo'n both. Fews and Gentiles in this 
childiſhneſs ? and that eſpecially in two great refÞefts. 

1. We find not that either Fews or Gentiles diſquieted 
themſelus about maters of mere Belief, thogh they did 
about maters of Aftion, | 

2. Nor that they diſturbed the peace of their Nations, 
thogh they did that of their own Minds. 

1. They d:{quieted not themſelvs with maters of 
mere belief, conceiving tbat the true worſhip of God 
conſiſted not in Diſpyting, but Imitating his Perfe- 
Ctions. But we, in mere honor to the glorious promiſes 
which are made to Believing, have multiplied Articls of 
Faith, and Queſtions _ every Articl, and Doubts up- 
on every {ueſtion ; anda every one of theſe we call maters 
of Faith, and mater of Faith we take tobe mater of Sal- 
vation, and if we miſtake in the One, we believ we ſhall 
miſs of the Other. Hence 15 it that Catholik and Here- 
tk among the Romaniſts, Orthodox and Heterodox 
among the Beformed, ſound ſo terribly as to fray many 4 
good man, if not quite out of his Wits, yet (which is al- 

moſt as bad) out.of his Corage to uſe them. | 

Reaſon, we are told, muſt not preſume to meal in ma- 
ters of Faith, but we muſt deny our ſelvs, no leſs in our 

Rational faculties, than in our Senſual appetites; for it 
8s 20 leſs empious to Disbeliev God's word, than to Diſo- 
bey his command: And in This, they Feak,, not only 
—_ but Reaſon, which therefor r juſtify by exer- 
Ciſing. 

| Bu, a5 it is in Moral vertues, fo is it in Faith; it 
lieth between two extremes, Defett on One hand,and Ex- 
ceſs on the Other. It is no leſs frequent in maters of 
Faith than in Adaners, to teach for DoGtrines of = 
; Fr the 


Angofations, 
the Commandments of, Men; in the One' tormenting 
the Mnd with needleſs Myſteries, 6 inthe Other, the 
Boay with needleſs Penantes; 1c) | 
But to Faith what could have ben more incongruos ? 
Repentance, 5deed,. in. its. very, tame carrieth a ſower 
COMMELANCE, importing 4. mortification: of our Natural 
- ras and conſequently a pain to our. hearts : But 
aith, who's proper obje&.38 Glad-tidings, might july 
clasm,not only freedom from Þ ain, but ſuch fulneſs of joy, 
as ſhould caft out the grief: even of Repentanee , whereas 
now # 1s made. the harder; taskmaſter of the twas For 
however painfil it be, it i not impoſſibt;to.cut off hands, 
or feet, or pull out. eys ;-:but. our Reaſon is not only the 
Ey, but the Heart of eur Soul, not to be cutt or plucke off: 
Tormented indeed 5t maybe, and moſt in thoſe who have 
mo#? impraved it, ws the cleareft ey # always tendere#t: 
and ſtupified it may-be,. yet not-ta ſreh a 3 Ai but 
that it. willever end anon feel anxios fits of melancholy, 
doubting of thetruth of ſom things which are received as 
Matters of Faith, an conſequently of our. title to Salva» 
ton for want of Faith... 

Few canat all times. boſt with the Phyſician, there 
are not impoſlibilities enogh in- Religion, and fewer 
with the' Father,credo quia impoſlibile eſt. - It # hard 
to apprehend, how any thing can be at once True and Im- 
poſſib 1; but tomake the very, Impoſſiblity, a reaſon why [ 
ſhould heliev it, let:Sr, Paul judg,\ whether this he nor 
cum ratione inſanire. -'Fer- when he: would perſwade 4 
belief of the Reſurreftion, ht did net wege the impoſſubili- 
ty but the contrary : Why ſhould it be-thoght a 
thing incredib?l that God-ſhould raiſe the: dead? and 
hen herrupon Feſtus changed him with. madneſs , he 
replied, [am not mad, but-ſpeakithe-words of truth 
and ſoberneſs. What Soberneſs.can:there be in 4 quite 

Re contrary 


rontrary argument, Yea, what plainer madneſs, than to 
talk ſuch extravay ant inconſiſtences, as infer credibility 
from impoſſubility * 

What other ſpirit but that of Fear could thus confound 
mens A ? Fear, of all paſſions the moſt infa- 
tnating;, Fear, which mo#t frequently blindeth the moſt 
piercing judgments ; Fear, which maketh every ſhadow 4 
man, and every buſh a thief,and every thief a murtherer ; 
Fear, and only fear, can ſo diſorder our minds, that we 
think.it equally neceſſary to, ſalvation, to believ the nice- 
ties of $ chllies, and the Dottrines of the Goſpel ;, and 
diſtruſt our intereſt in Chriſt, if we can neither ſatisfie, 
nor deſtroy our reaſon, when it cannot comply with contra- 
diftions, which he never enjoyned 14 to beliey. 

2. Much leſs did they embroil the publik peace 
with controverſies in Religion : Whereas among Chri- 
ftians , there ts not any queFtion ſo nice in point of Belief), 
or ſo ſlight in point of Worſhip, but hath ben able to en- 
gage whole Families in the fierce#t contentions, and whole 
Nations in moſt bloody wars ;, yea, for two or three ages 
there hath hardly ben a rebellion, whereof Religion bath 
not be*n either the Real or Pretended cauſe. 

And This, as it is more notorieſly ſcandalow' than the 
now mentioned diſquiets of private perſons, ſo us it (if 
poſſibl) more direttly oppoſit to the moſt earneſt endeavours 
of the Goſpel : which doth indeed very frequently exhort 
# to joy and comfort in our own ſpirits ; but much more 
earneſtly and ſolenly provoke us to love and peace toward 
others : Yea, Love maketh ſo great a figure in almoſt 
every page of the New Teſtament, that it ſeemeth not on- 


ly the Supreme, but almoſt the Only grace : It looks lik# 


unlawful to fight uponi\Any occaſion whatſoever ; but to 
fight for Religion, ſeemeth no leſs contradiftion, thax to 
fight for Love : And that the Only Religion which com- 
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| mandeth to beat ſmords.into plow-ſhares, ſhould be the 


only religion that forgeth plow-ſhares.to ſwords ;, is a fa- 
naticiſm ſo irrational, as nothing but Fear could have - 
rodnced. EO | 
The ſumm therefor s This : The light of Nature a- 
greeth with that of the Gogpel, to dilere, that we are 
not to ſerv God for Fear, but Love:. What our Apoſt! 
oppoſeth to a Sound mind,that our Philoſopher caleth a 
mad error ; but the madneſs is incomparably greater in 
a Chriſtian, than ever it was, or indeed could poſſibly be, 
in a Heathen : For as it is the utmoZt extravagance of 
frenſy, to beat our ſelvs, or our friends ; ſo in this we ex- 
ceed the Heathen, that many among Us, but none among 
Them, diſturb their own ſouls with anxios doubts concer- 
ning Faith, or smbroil their Nation with bloody wars 
upon difference of opinions in Doftrine or Worſhip ;, ſo is 
it more monſtroſly mad in a Chriſtian, by how much 
more clearly and ſolenly the Goel hath labored to pre- 
went the one and the other, by declaring that we have 
not receyed the ſlaviſh and mad ſpirit of Fear, but of 
Power and Love, and of a ſound mind. Ard again, 
that the Kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteoſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
for he that in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, is accepted 
of God, and approved of men : This upright and ere 
walking, this Fank and chearful,; this manly yea divine 
freedom of ſpirit, 4s it maketh men more Like God, /o 
doth it make them more Acceptabl to him 3; it will not 0n- 
ly vindicate religion from the obloquies of its enemies, who 
either deſpiſe or fear it, 4s a curb to generoſity and free- 
$on 5 but recommend it tothem as moſt noble and plea- 
ant : nor will it only ſilence our quarrels, but endear ut 
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